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Sir: 



In reply to the Office Action dated December 17, 2003, the period for reply being 
extended by a Petition for One-Month Extension of Time filed herewith, please amend the 
above identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Page I, delete the whole paragraph starting in line 8 and replace it with the following 
new paragraph: 

In some [[of]] focal-plane shutters used in recent years, two blade chambers are 
provided between three plate members, called a shutter base plate, an intermediate plate, and 
an auxiliary base plate, respectively, and two shutter blade groups, called a first blade (group) 
and a second blade (group), are separately placed in these blade chambers. Such focal-plane 
shutters are used in digital still cameras and silver salt film cameras as well. The focal-plane 
shutters used in the former cameras are known as ones in which a single shutter blade group 
is placed in a blade chamber provided between the shutter base plate and the auxiliary base 
pl&le. 
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Page 16 t delete ihe whole paragraph starting in line 16 and replace it with the 
following new paragraph: 

The connecting relations between the arm pivotally mounted to the shank Ig and the 
blades are the sama same as those between the arm 5 and the blades 6-10 in the first blade 
group, and the connecting relations between the arm pivotally mounted to the shank If and 
the blades are the same as those between the arm 4 and the blades 6-1 0 in the first blade 
group. Therefore, the connecting relation between the arm pivotally mounted to the shank lg 
and the slit-forming blade, as seen from the relation between the arm 5 and the slit-forming 
blade 10, is such that some distance is provided between the slii-foiming edge of the slit- 
forming blade and the head of the joint shank so that the top of the arm does not protrude 
from the slit-forming edge. Consequently, when the heads of the above three joint shanks of 
the second blade group abut against the edge of the aperture la, the blade such as the slit- 
forming blade is always placed on the image sensor side of its abutment position in any case. 
Thus, even though the wear dust is produced by the abutment, there is no fear that the wear 
dust reaches directly the image sensor. 
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